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Maine Voices: Repeal of Obamacare would leave thousands of
hardworking Mainers in the lurch
Making sure that they keep their health care is more important than yet another tax cut for the wealthy.
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Like a lot of inland paper mill towns, my boyhood home of Rumford has seen better days. Nearly one in four residents
there lives in poverty – that’s about twice the poverty rate for the rest of Maine.

With so many families struggling to pay their bills, the Affordable Care Act (also known as Obamacare) has offered life-
saving assistance. But Republicans in Congress want to repeal it. In the process, they would give big tax breaks to wealthy
households in Portland and other communities along the coast.

Mine is one of those wealthy households. But I’m not celebrating. I believe that making sure working families keep their
health care is more important than giving another tax cut to the well-to-do like me.

But with Rumford’s paper mill employing just a fifth of the workers it did when I was a kid, many families there depend
on subsidies offered by the ACA to afford health insurance. Thanks to those subsidies, as well as an expansion of
Medicaid (which Maine has unwisely rejected), nearly 20 million Americans have gained health coverage since 2010,
including tens of thousands in Maine.

But President Trump and the Republicans in Congress want to reverse that progress. According to a recent Congressional
Budget Office study, repealing the ACA would cost 32 million Americans their health insurance by 2026. Within just the
first two years of an ACA repeal, 95,000 Mainers would lose health coverage.

Meanwhile, taxes on the superwealthy would go down. Families making more than $700,000 a year – the famous 1
percent – would see their tax bills cut by $33,000, on average. The top 0.1 percent – with annual incomes over $3.7 million
– would get a $200,000 tax break, on average. The 400 richest Americans – with incomes averaging more than $300
million per year – would have their taxes slashed by $7 million, on average.

How does depriving working families’ health coverage cut rich people’s taxes? The ACA is largely funded by taxes on
wealthy households and on corporations that benefit from wider access to health care, such as insurance and drug
companies. If the ACA goes away, so do the taxes.
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