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“When are you going to take your family to Disney World?”
bl

Every fall, my cousin and | watch football games in his “man cave” that's equipped with sports memorabilia, Xbox, a
fully stocked bar and the crown jewel, an HD 70-inch television. As a lifelong southerner who loves college football,
this is nirvana.

Advertisementang for about five or six years, my cousin pops the Disney question.

You see, | have a 10-year-old daughter who's never been to Disney World.

The window is closing fast.

A year or two ago, American Girl dolls traveled with us everywhere. Planning for a trip to the grandparents in

Job searchby realmatch
Chattanooga was like organizing a busload of tourists. In our case, dolls and stufied animals. y

)

These days, fewer and fewer American Girls dolls are joining us, and my cousin, who has an older daughter, has
warned me that the Disney-princesses are not going to be as appealing come this fall and spring.
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| have nothing against Disney World or princesses, but this past summer my family decided to do something
different. We celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act by visiting the Citico Creek Wilderness area in
the Cherokee National Forest, near Tellico Plains, Tenn.

We traded castles and mouse ears for waterfalls, salamanders and darters.

We hiked into the Citico Wilderness, ending up at Falls Branch Falls, a spectacular roaring 70-foot waterfall. Nurse
logs, moss, mushrooms and wildflowers abound. We also snorkeled in the wilderness-fed Citico Creek, donning
wetsuits, floating and exploring for hours in a rushing 3-foot clean and clear stream. | will never forget the moment
my daughter grabbed my hand when she saw her first colorful darter — a moment of joy and discovery we would
experience a hundred times that morning and afterncon.

For my entire family, the wilderness became our Magic Kingdom.

Disney World in Florida and the Wilderness Act are about the same age. The Wilderness Act passed in 1964; after
several years of development. Disney World opened in 1971.

Both are uniguely American.
We all know the story of Disney, but many of us do not know America’'s wilderness story.

Fifty years ago this year, Congress passed and President Lyndon Johnseon signed into law The Wilderness Act of
1964. The act established the National Wilderness Preservation System and allowed Congress to permanently
protect some of America's most special and beautiful places as wilderness.

Today, there are 757 distinct wilderness areas located in 44 states and Puerto Rico, designated to preserve and
protect wildlife and natural systems for hiking, camping, backpacking, picnicking, rock-climbing, hunting, fishing,
kayaking and nature photography. These special places provide us clean air to breathe and clean water to drink.

Big Frog and Little Frog, Linville Gorge, Shining Rock, Cohutta, Sipsey and Shenandoah — these are the special
names of just a few of our southern wildernesses.

And there is one key difierence between Disney World and these wilderness areas. Disney is owned by
shareholders and is a multinational corporation. We—all Americans—own the wilderness areas.

It's all public land. It's our treasure, our inheritance. We all have a stake in it. We are responsible for it, and future
generations are counting on us to pass it down protected and preserved.
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In the age of Facebook and social media, my cousin has seen pictures posted of my daughter standing beside
waterfalls and big trees, in a wetsuit. He hasn't mentioned Disney this fall in the “man cave.” But we've talked
about our Magic Kingdom — America's wilderness.

In fact, I've been saying, “When are you going fo take your family to the wilderness?”

Byington is executive director of Wild South. He can be reached at pat@uwildsouth.org. Leam more about Wild
South at hitp:/iwww. wildsouth. org

| Print
L |
Posted in Opinion cn Safurday, Ocfober 4, 2014 4:00 am.
Similar Stories Most Read
m BARBER: The Magical Land of Progressitopia m  Two shot, one arested in altercation at Woodlands
= REV. WOMACK DEVOTIONAL: Distorted Vision ber
® Wind Coslition respends to Texas Comptroller B oo me-=sge patophi=ledoeE=ted
Susan Combs’ report on wind prostitution
s MOLLETTE: kdeas for & betier America m Cleveland PD makes meth bust at local hotel
® Cornyn demands snswers on Ebola screening m  Football player airlifted to Houston during game in
procedures Cleveland

m Staff members injured during scuffie at Cleveland
High Schoal

Comments
Facebook

Welcome to the discussion.

Screen Name or Email Or, use your linked account:

facebaok |

L)
Password *§ google |
Forgot? &' yahoo |

| H

Need an account? Create one now.

HOUSTON NEWS

LOCAL COMMUNITIES M KETPLACE
Home Storm Center Atascocita Observer Kingwood Observer Classifieds
Blogs Entertainmant Bay Area Citizen Lake Houston Observer Jobs
Photos HS Gridiron Bellaire Examiner Magnolia Potpourri Homes
Calendar Business Cleveland Advocate Memerial Examiner Autos
Celebrations  Pets Conroe Courier Pzsadena Citizen Business Directory
Obituaries Hezlth Cypress Creek Mirror Pzarland Journal Celebrations
Weather Dayton News River Ozks Examiner Obituaries
101 Houston De=sr Park Broadcaster Spring Observer Legals
Ezst Montgomery Observer Sugar Land Sun
Ezstex Advocate The Rancher
Fert Bend Sun Tomball Potpourri

Friendswoad Journal
Humble Observer

West University Examiner
Woodlands Villager

Terms of service | Privacy statement | FAQS

MEMBER

Sign up
Advertising Services Log in
Place = Classified ad
Subscription Services

RSS Feeds

Contact Us

Site index

Careers at HCN

Search

I Search |

@ Copyright 2014, Your Houston News, The Woodlands, TX

http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/deer_park/opinion/american-forum-celebrating-america-s-wilderness/article_156bfad2-e0a8-5863-b1e1-53720b76170d.html

Page 2 of 3

10/6/2014



AMERICAN FORUM: Celebrating America’s Wilderness - Your Houston News: Opinion Page 3 of 3

http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/deer_park/opinion/american-forum-celebrating-america-s-wilderness/article_156bfad2-e0a8-5863-b1e1-53720b76170d.html 10/6/2014



