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2018-06-15 / On Second Thought

Every farm counts

In spite of notable efforts on the part of the USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) and others, American
Indians continue to be one of the most underrepresented groups in the Census of Agriculture. The number of American
Indian producers participating in the census has increased tramendously since the guestionnaire became the responsibility
ofthe USDA in 1397, and especially since 2007 when every American Indian farm and ranch began reporting individually.
But we still have a lot of work to do to get everyone represented in the data.
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Indian Country is faced with many challenges created by policy—some of which was created without our input. When
federal, state, and local farm policy and programs are contemplated, NASS data are what policymakers reference to inform
their decisions. Programs developed based on crops grown, conservation practices used, and even agri-finance
opportunities can all be adversely affected if we don't tell our story through participation in the Ag Census. If we, as a
community, do not fill out the Census of Agriculture, the data will not reflect our numbers or our needs and that could have a
negative economic impact on our communities.

A stark example of this adverse impact lies in the 2012 Census data which showed that the 56,052 farms and ranches
operated by 71,247 Native Americans sold a total of £3.24 billion in ag products raised on 57.3 million acres. The average
size of a farm or ranch operated by Native Americans {1,021 acres) was over 200 percent larger than the national farm
average (434 acres) while receiving only 67 percent ($6,698) of the amount of farm program payments received by others
($9,925). When you contemplate the per acre disparity, you can clearly see the reason we need to be more active.

Another example of the importance of the Ag Census is demonstrated by what it doesn’t count. As a result of the failure to
recognize subsistence production, tens of thousands of our Alaskan Native relatives go totally uncounted. As a result, there
is virtually no mention of subsistence agriculture in federal farm policy.

The Census of Agriculture aims to be a complete count of all U.S. farms, ranches, and their operators, and remains the only

source of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial agrculture data available at the state, county, and Tribal level. Embrace the
opportunity to be heard.

The future is ours to shape. It is not too late to complete your 2017 Census of Agriculture. The paper questionnaire is due by
June 15. However, the Ag Census can be completed online at www.agcensus.usda.gov through July. For questions about or
assistance with your form, call (388) 424- 72285,

Zach Ducheneaus, Intertribal Agriculture Council
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50 or 500!
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Call 771-0219 for details!

Our Trenholm Road Chapel is now open
w0 serve the Midlands with the care and
compassion vour family expects and deserves.

Revive Your Golfing Skills
Private Instruction

with Robin All
Life Member, PGA
Over 50 years experience
* Specializing in Senior Adults
*Video Assisted
Call 803-238-1655 for an appointment

visit www.robinall.com
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OR ANOTHER ASBESTOS-RELATED DISEASE?

Compensation funds
are still available for
qualified plaintiffs—
CONTACT US FOR A
FREE CASE REVIEW

sign with a firm, we encourage you to
review relevant experience litigating
asbestos cases and where they are located.

YOU DESERVE EXPERIENCED REPRESENTATION
FROM A NATIONAL FIRM LOCATED IN SOUTH CAROLINA

"‘ 1.800.852.3995

k . www.motleyrice.com
MOHSVRECE‘ 28 BRIDGESIDE BLVD.
) ¢ MT. PLEASANT, SC 20464
SCIRICT | NY | WV | DC | LA | MO

TTOAMEYS AT LAW

Bringing life
into focus.
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ICHLAND
ECYCLES
DAY

Richland County's free annual recycling event!

TTEMS ACCEPTED:
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE: paint, chemicals, deaners, fuonescent light bulbs
TIRES: Fronn cas, light rucks, bikes, whoelbarrows; lim B par fosdly

ELECTROMICS: compuners, TV, stereas, heuseheld items with power coeds

SCRAF METAL: shovis, wadwrs,'depars, Lk, lewr mewars [ne g el dhairs
PESTICIDES: ccompred from any S5 reidant

FAPER FOR SHREDDING

mit § b per family

fems NOT ACCEFTED inchudle cocking oil, mosiresses and wood [weeden furniture).
Mat wre i your item con be oomepeed?
Call B03-576=2440 during regules business hours for formatien.

The: Deponment of Agriadture wil aceat pesticides from any 5.0 residen. Al ather
drog aff i for Richlond Cownty residents anby, Mo commerdicl ar business drog off.
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Sponsored by

3155 Forest Dr.
8037382337

Sale2Save Yard Sale

Plaase join us for our

‘_ 4th Annual
1  Sale2Save
i Saturday, June 16
| 7am-12 p.m.

in Forest Acres
halfway down Cedaridge Road

We will have fons of items for sale and a lemonade stand!

Al procesds from the sale will benefit the Cure Sanfilippo
Foundation, which has raised $5.5 million and funded 17 research
grants since 2013 directed towards a cure for Sanfilippe Syndrome.
Much of our support has been frem Columbia in honer of Saving Eliza
and we are so gratedul fo be a part of this community.
Invite your kocal friends—we look forward fo
seeing you on Satwday moming!
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You deserve a

helping hand

You belong at Holiday.

Learn Why - 866.912.6818

s Forest Pines
a QLID Ay 1720 DEVONSHIRE DRIVE

COLUMBIA, 5C 29204
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