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By Greg Keesling

Addressing societal issues is both a moral and fiscal imperative for our country.
High recidivism rates, low educational attainment, and high incidents of
preventable diseases are just a few of the harmful and costly issues communities
face nationwide. Though governments bear the brunt of these problems by having
to allocate an ever-increasing share of taxpayer funds for remediation,
businesses increasingly feel the effects. 

Areas with high levels of crime or an undertrained or unhealthy workforce are
unattractive places to conduct business. When public sector resources are
stretched thinner and thinner, the fiscal burden is often passed along to business
owners in the form of tax increases. It’s worth noting that while governments are
usually responsible for remedying the harmful effects of societal issues, it is the
private sector that often has the dynamism and dexterity needed to address their
root causes. 

A recent study of the prison
population in my hometown of
Indianapolis determined that the
number-one indicator of
recidivism is whether an
individual had obtained stable
employment since being
released. Viewed through this
prism, the obstacles to
employment faced by ex-
offenders jeopardize not only
the lives of former inmates, but
also public safety and fiscal
stability. 

Our nonprofit, RecycleForce, is
a social enterprise providing life-

changing employment and workforce training to formerly incarcerated individuals
by offering some of the most comprehensive and innovative recycling services in
Indiana. We are pleased that our recycling provides much of our nonprofit’s
revenue each year, but because our model is heavy on training and counseling
costs, the revenue from the recycling operation does not cover all of our costs.
Every year presents a new challenge to identify and cobble together various
grants, government contracts and philanthropic support to fill that funding gap and
advance our mission. Every minute that we spend seeking additional funds is a

Congress Blog  

ADVERTISEMENT

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/
/city/chattanooga
/country/iran
/person/donald-trump
/social-tags/americas-nuclear-energy-future
http://www.facebook.com/TheHill
http://twitter.com/intent/follow?screen_name=thehill
https://plus.google.com/+thehill/posts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-hill
/
/policy
/regulation
/blogs
/business-a-lobbying
/homenews/campaign
/opinion
/blogs/pundits-blog
/video
/people
/resources/classifieds/employer
/events
/blogs/blog-briefing-room
/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/248936-white-house-threatens-sanctuary-city-veto
/taxonomy/term/17
/blogs/congress-blog/healthcare/248887-rules-would-sap-employee-wellness-programs
/blogs/pundits-blog
/blogs/pundits-blog/economy-budget/248915-take-the-omnibus-option-off-the-table
/policy/technology
/policy/technology/248961-senate-dems-fail-to-strip-net-neutrality-rider-from-spending-bill
/policy/energy-environment
/policy/energy-environment/248942-climate-rule-to-bring-lower-energy-bills-report-says
/blogs/ballot-box
/blogs/ballot-box/248963-sanders-disappointed-in-canceled-msnbc-show
/policy/finance
/policy/technology/248961-senate-dems-fail-to-strip-net-neutrality-rider-from-spending-bill
/policy/healthcare
/policy/healthcare/248952-boehner-facts-first-before-defunding-planned-parenthood
/blogs/floor-action
/blogs/floor-action/house/248951-boehner-says-congress-will-need-short-term-funding-extension
/policy/transportation
/policy/finance/248955-gop-led-senate-panel-votes-to-lift-travel-ban-to-cuba
/policy/defense
/policy/national-security/248957-rubio-next-president-can-unilaterally-kill-iran-deal
/policy/international
/policy/finance/248955-gop-led-senate-panel-votes-to-lift-travel-ban-to-cuba
/blogs/in-the-know
/blogs/in-the-know/248956-lawmakers-pick-up-their-racquets-for-charity
/policy/cybersecurity
/policy/cybersecurity/248944-senators-prep-bill-to-strengthen-dhs-anti-hacking-shield
/
/blogs
/blogs/congress-blog
/blogs/congress-blog/labor
/taxonomy/term/17
https://twitter.com/congressblog
/taxonomy/term/17/feed
mailto:?subject=TheHill.com%3A  data-title%3D%22Social impact bonds can help solve difficult social problems%22&body=From TheHill.com%3A %0A%0AThe obstacles to employment faced by ex-offenders jeopardize not only the lives of former...%0A%0Ahttp%3A//thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/labor/247933-social-impact-bonds-can-help-solve-difficult-social-problems
http://www.timetobreak.com/1108111/adorable-prince-george-on-his-first-play-date/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=prometheus-thehill
http://www.timetobreak.com/1108111/adorable-prince-george-on-his-first-play-date/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=prometheus-thehill
http://thecrux.com/dyncontent/psi-5-book_lookwhosgoingbankruptnextinamerica_cid_03022015/?cid=MKT071348&eid=MKT074270&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://thecrux.com/dyncontent/psi-5-book_lookwhosgoingbankruptnextinamerica_cid_03022015/?cid=MKT071348&eid=MKT074270&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://track.pathstat.com/607f55b6-4d8d-4737-a071-b13f34c2ea1f?image=auto-80&headline=DriversSurprisedRule&site=prometheus-thehill
http://track.pathstat.com/607f55b6-4d8d-4737-a071-b13f34c2ea1f?image=auto-80&headline=DriversSurprisedRule&site=prometheus-thehill
http://www.fool.com/mms/mark/tv-taboola
http://www.fool.com/mms/mark/tv-taboola
http://www.nextadvisor.com/blog/2013/11/06/top-7-credit-card-offers-for-those-with-excellent-credit/?kw=tbla_dsk_top7w_31&site=prometheus-thehill
http://www.nextadvisor.com/blog/2013/11/06/top-7-credit-card-offers-for-those-with-excellent-credit/?kw=tbla_dsk_top7w_31&site=prometheus-thehill
http://www3.forbes.com/lists/the-richest-person-in-every-state/?utm_campaign=richest-by-state&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=prometheus-thehill
http://www3.forbes.com/lists/the-richest-person-in-every-state/?utm_campaign=richest-by-state&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=prometheus-thehill
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247988-watch-cardin-rips-c-span-caller-who-questions-his-jewish-faith-loyalty-to
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247988-watch-cardin-rips-c-span-caller-who-questions-his-jewish-faith-loyalty-to
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247788-gop-senator-congress-will-kill-iran-deal
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247788-gop-senator-congress-will-kill-iran-deal
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247208-primer-will-the-gop-attempt-to-repeal-obamacare-via-reconciliation
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247208-primer-will-the-gop-attempt-to-repeal-obamacare-via-reconciliation
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/248248-elizabeth-warrens-marriage-proposal-revelation
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/248248-elizabeth-warrens-marriage-proposal-revelation
/blogs/congress-blog/labor/248701-jeb-and-hillarys-opportunity-on-workweek-fairness
/blogs/congress-blog/labor/248684-us-capitol-of-inequality
/blogs/congress-blog/labor/248530-congress-patent-reform-plan-is-an-assault-on-workers
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247988-watch-cardin-rips-c-span-caller-who-questions-his-jewish-faith-loyalty-to
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247988-watch-cardin-rips-c-span-caller-who-questions-his-jewish-faith-loyalty-to
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247788-gop-senator-congress-will-kill-iran-deal
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247788-gop-senator-congress-will-kill-iran-deal
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247208-primer-will-the-gop-attempt-to-repeal-obamacare-via-reconciliation
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/247208-primer-will-the-gop-attempt-to-repeal-obamacare-via-reconciliation
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/248248-elizabeth-warrens-marriage-proposal-revelation
http://thehill.com/video/in-the-news/248248-elizabeth-warrens-marriage-proposal-revelation
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


More Videos »

Sponsored:

minute we are not serving our employees and our community. 

One especially exciting idea to address the way we, as a society, respond to
these problems is the creation of social impact bonds (SIBs). SIBs are innovative,
results-focused financial instruments that create public-private partnerships to
address some of our nation’s most intractable and pressing social challenges.
SIBs present an opportunity for governments to address root causes of societal
issues by scaling up preventative social and public health interventions. 

Under a traditional SIB structure, private investors provide operating capital to
social service providers with the proven capacity to achieve measurable
improvements in costly social problems, such as high rates of recidivism, or
chronic homelessness. Only when the targeted improvements are achieved does
the government repay the project’s initial investors, plus a rate of return. 

Rep. Todd Young, a Republican from my home state of Indiana, has teamed up
with Rep. John Delaney, a Democrat from Maryland, to reintroduce the Social
Impact Partnerships Act (H.R. 1336) in Congress. Meanwhile Sen. Orrin Hatch
(Utah), the Republican Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, and
Democratic Sen. Michael Bennet of Colorado have introduced companion
legislation in the Senate (S. 1089).  This bill would provide the Federal
government with $300 million to support social impact project proposals from
State and local governments throughout the country.

Shifting the focus from inputs employed to outcomes achieved presents a cost-
effective method to address long-standing societal issues. By using the Pay-For-
Success financial model, SIBs can provide governments with enormous cost-
avoidance savings while stabilizing the communities they serve. 

RecycleForce believes that SIBs have the potential to transform our nation’s
efforts to confront challenging social problems by fusing the resources of both
public and private entities. As a business owner dedicated to improving the
community in which I operate, I enthusiastically support the Social Impact
Partnership Act.

Keesling is president of RecycleForce, a social enterprise that delivers recycling
services while providing workforce training to formerly incarcerated individuals.
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