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On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans hit the streets to protest the
environmental effects of more than 100 years of uncontrolled fossil- Advertise online.

fueled industrial development. It was the first Earth Day.

What was intended to be a college campus teach-in scon spread to
every community and city across the United States. It was and remains
the single largest secular event in history. The sheer size of the protest
— along with increasing visual evidence of dire health threats
associated with air and toxic pollution — soon forced Congress to pass
some of the world’s toughest environmental laws, most of which include
community right-to-know provisions and allow citizens to sue their
government if it fails to enforce the law.

Citizens' rights have been enshrined in every major environmental law from that point on. These laws spawned S : ;
others around the world — many more stringent than those in the U.S. — and most recognize the role of citizens AVE  onany full grooming service.
in the enforcement of environmental laws.

Mearly 50 years later, Earth Day remains a day of reckoning, and now more than 1 billion people take action
each year in almost every country on Earth. Some protest, many clean up their communities and plant trees, and
millions more have their first exposure to environmentalism through educational programs at schools and
universities. Governments large and small make commitments and meet with their constituents, while
corporations make pledges to be more sustainable and responsible for the pollution they create.
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leaders to sign the historic Paris climate agreement at U.N. headquarters in New York. At least 150 world leaders DO YOU HAVE A PASSION FOR CRAFT BEERT ARE YOU A MOTIVATED

are expected to sign, making it the largest single signing of an international agreement in world history (another
Earth Dav first!). And it's haooenina not a moment too soon. Cn everv front. alobal warmina is becomina more
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immediate, more threatening and more irreversible, while scientific consensus and data on the health effects of
climate change — particularly on the poor — mount.

Critics wamn that the agreement’s specific emissions targets are too low, that the pace of implementation is too
slow, and it fails failed to specify penalties for non-compliance. That's where we the people come in.

Included in the climate agreement are provisions that recognize the critical role civil society must play to make it
work. It calls on citizens to “scale up their efforts and support actions to reduce emissions. It signals the need for
all of us to be actively engaged in transforming our world from one dominated by fossil fuels to one driven by
renewable energy. While these words don't amount to a call for revolufion, it's clear both the United Mations and
world leaders recognize that citizen participation in solving global warming has been missing. The success —or
failure — of the agreement is on our shoulders.

This isn't a fight in which any of us can remain on the sidelines and hope for the best. Unless we take these
matters into our own hands, the agreement alone won't save the world's ecosystems from collapsing, or our
biodiversity, which supports all living things on earth, from disappearing.

Doing our part doesn't mean merely buying green products or inquiring how things are going. It means action. It
means a direct challenge to the status quo. It means holding our elected officials accountable and voting out of

office national, state and local leaders who won't take action on climate change. It means not passing the buck

and hoping others do the hard work.

For many, getting involved means knowing how your retirement accounts and pensions are invested and
demanding divestment from fossil fuel stocks. It means demanding that your children be educated for green jobs
of the future. It means showing up at town hall or city council meetings and asking about your community’s
survivability in a climate crisis. It means saying "No" to every new coal or fracking project, and retooling those
communities for safer green powered jobs.

And there are no doubt countless other ways to act. Undoubtable, the climate agreement makes it clear that
governments don't have the power to solve climate change alone. We all must do something more than we
currently are. Earth Day 2016 is not about crossing the finish line. When the agreement is signed, the hard work
begins anew.

Kathieen Rogers is president of Earth Day Network.
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AFP: The Magazine
In 2015, Augusta Free Press brought back our print
magazine under a new name, Augusta Free Press:
The Magazine.

More info )

Advertise on AFP
Get information on AFP readership and advertising
online with us.

AFP Classes

Augusta Free Press offers a series classes on
website design, marketing strategy, social media,
event planning and more.

More info )

AFP Web Design

Get your business online for as little as $1,293. We
take care of all facets of web design — visual
design, layout design and content development.

D

AFP Graphic Design

Whether vou need a fresh business card design,
rack card, ad, flyer or full magazine design, we can
help with all your graphic-design needs.

More info )
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AFP Marketing/PR

Augusta Free Press manages advertising
campaigns for small- and medium-sized
businesses across Virginia. You don't need to hire
a full-time marketing coordinator. Bring the
experience of the Augusta Free Press team to work
for you — for a fraction of the cost.

More info »

AFP Search Engine Optimization
The prettiest website in the world is like a tree
falling in the forest with no one there to hear it. If
your website hasn't been search engine optimized,
no one is geing to see it or hear it — and it's not
going to work for you.

More info D

AFP Video/Audio

Web videos, TV and radio commercials, DVDs —
Augusta Free Press LLC has you covered when it
comes to video and audio production.

More info »

AFP Book Publishing

Augusta Free Press Publishing has produced
books in-house and assisted more than 17 authors
with book publishing and production services since
2003. Whether you need a cover, layout, or need
help from start to finish, we are here to help!

More info )
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