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Filed under Business/Economy

Column by Roger Smith

.NOT FEELING WELL?

I'm a CEO with a GED, and | have walked in the shoes of a minimum .M'
wage worker. | know from experience that it's a tougher road today. usia
URGENT CARE
The minimum wage buys fewer necessities now than it did when | needed

+ . InYour

it to survive. And as a successful capitalist, it pains me to see that the s
Neighborhood

American Dream, which so inspired me, is increasingly out of reach.

As a young boy, | knew all too well the despair of empty pockets. | learned L e ‘ \‘

to be resourceful, making money by selling my most precious possessions.

OPEN 365
DAYS AYEAR
12:00 pm - 8:00 pm

The sound of change in my pocket gave me hope.

From ages 15 to 18, | was homeless. | did what | had to do to survive and put money in my pocket. | worked under the table
as a day laborer, toiled in pool halls, bussed tables and worked a variety of minimum-wage jobs.

540-453-0040

| saw the minimum wage as a temporary entry wage. | believed that if | worked hard and played by the rules, I'd eventually 1140 Keezletown Rd.
get ahead. The scales weren't as fipped against workers as they are today. Ay CaNe A FUEALG LSt o0

It was a time in America when a homeless kid with a GED could still find opportunities and a path to living the American
Dream. It was a time in America, when millions were rising into the middle class, not falling out of it.

What Can AFP Do For You?
My path to living the American Dream has been through a 37-year caresr with American Income Life. | started as a life Beilie oxclniine mabisus ofEY A Kedball oo

insurance agent and worked my way up to my current position as CEO. Augusta Free Press!

Our company culture remains one of creating shared prosperity and providing opportunity unlimited. We are proof that Augusta Free Press is well
businesses can profit and grow by paying a fair wage and providing a pathway to the American Dream for employees. respected throughout the state for
’ = our coverage of UVA sports! Of all

" the news and sports sources
many workers today find themselves running in place on a treadmill — stuck in low-wage jobs without real opportunity. throughout the state, our coverage of UVA sports

For me and so many others of my generation, the minimum wage was just the first of many rungs on a career ladder. But too b

Today’s federal minimum wage has less buying power than it did when | was a homeless teen in the 1960s. ranks #2 overall ... and in the Valley, we rank #1*.

The minimum wage hit its high point in value around the time | most needed it. At its peak in 1968, the minimum wage was

Stretch your advertising dollars: Hin
worth $10.96, adjusted for inflation. That's way more than today’s federal minimum wage — stuck at $7.25 since 2009. A BN R SN

marketing pro from Augusta Free Press

The $3.71 difference between the minimum wage in 1968 and today isn't pocket change. It adds up to $7.717 over the BT e i e

course of a year for full-time workers. marketing coordinator. Bring the
experience of the Augusta Free
Press team to work for you — for a
fraction of the cost. For as littie as $499 a month,
Raising the minimum wage makes good economic sense. Many business leaders want to see it increased. AFP will devise a comprehensive marketing
sirategy for your business and manage it for you

For millions of Americans, the minimum wage is no longer a temporary entry-level wage, but a longtime wage that locks
them and their families into poverty and undermines the consumer demand that drives our economy.
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As a successful CEOQ, | was not surprised to see a recent national poll released by the American Sustainable Business _
from start to finish:

Council and Business for a Fair Minimum Wage. It found that 61 percent of small-business owners with employees favor

raising the minimum wage to $10.10 and then adjusting it annually to keep pace with the cost of living.
Get your business online for as little as

Business owners see the practical effects of raising the minimum wage. As consumers, workers with money in their pockets $1.299
i L
rovide a boost to sales at Main Street businesses. A higher wage also positively affects internal functions like employee
P : : ; : 9 9 p . ploy i You've tried those so-called free
retention, employee morale and quality of service provided to customers. A

websites, but you got what you paid
S o : =

Raising the minimum wage makes good economic sense, but it's much more than that. FREEPRESS| for. Then you got a quote from a

professional web developer who

won't even talk to you for less than $5,000. If you
or falling behind while the richest Americans pull further away from the rest. can't do it for free, and you don't want it to cost an

You cannot have a strong economy or fulfill the promise of the American Dream when most Americans are running in place

am and a leg, how do you get a leg up on your
competitors on the web? With Augusta Free
Press, you can get your business working for you
Raising the minimum wage is a crucial first step to restoring the shattered American Dream. The same American Dream online for as little as $1,299.

Raising the minimum wage to $10.10 an hour would benefit 28 million workers with an average age of 35 years old. Many of

them have more formal education than me.

that gave a homeless kid with a GED a chance to succeed.

David Smith is president and GEO of American Income Life Insurance Company. This article previously appeared in The Hill Augusta Free Press announces Fall 2014
web, marketing, advertising classes

Need help with your website,
o o @ ° ° — Y o @ - marketing strategy, social media, or
FREEPRESS| planning a successful event? Join
Augusta Free Press at the Power

Like this: Hour at Panera Bread in Waynesboro for our

series of one-hour business classes.
Loading
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. Holly Sklar: Small businesses want minimum wage increase

. Sherry Stewart Deutschmann: Low minimum wage is bad for women, families and business
_ Holly Sklar: Minimum wage back to 1950 level on 75th anniversary

. Darius Ross: Raise Minimum Wage to Lift Our Economy in New Year
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. Jim Webb cosponsors bill to raise minimum wage
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“:National survey shows youth drug use

down 24% over past decade
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“-Virginia Department of Health announces
child car seat check events

Augusta Free Press LLC provides clients with marketing and PR solutions including web design, magazine/brochure,
TWiradio, social media and overall marketing campaign design and implementation. More online: Click here.

“-McAuliffe announces 75 new jobs in the
City of Richmond

Comments = Turning Glass Shakespeare announces
season

“-House passes Robert Hurt bill to help
small companies access capital

% Cherryvale United Methodist Church joins
30,000 churches in National Back to Church
Sunday

“-Redskins make roster moves

=-0DU Football News and Notes: Vanghan,

D.J. Simon honored

“.Game Notes: ODU football at Rice

“-Bridgewater soccer roundup: Men defeat

SVU, women fall to McDaniel

Marketing Tips Top Rope Pro Wrestling

Social media, web, print, TV, Tor vurk (1 Lie |
radio, all working together for
small business marketing
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S0 you have your television, radio

and print ads over here, and then
ﬁ over there, you have what you do

online on the web and social media

to promaote your business, and never the twain
shall meet.

2 Feeling entrepreneurial? Better think
through your marketing

% Field of Dreams doesn’t work in business,
or online

3 Marketing 101: Horse, then cart, not the
other way around

& |nsulti ng your consumers: What's best for
business, WWE?

% Primer: Businesses aren’t bound by the
First Amendment

FREE PRESS

128,550 people like Top Rope Pro Wrestling.
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