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No more backsliding

By Dara Richardson-Heron and Wade Henderson
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We have had several thought-provoking conversations recently about a new and surprising
description of women’s status in America. According to the latest Shriver Report, AWoman'’s Nation
Pushes Back from the Brink, a study by journalist Maria Shriver and the Washington think tank Center
for American Progress, American women are at risk of “backsliding” from their achievements in rights
and opportunities over the past half-century.

The reason, the report says, is that policymakers have ignored a “seismic shift” in American family life:
Three-quarters of all moms are in the U.S. labor force, which is now half women — and half of them are
their families’ primary breadwinners. This is especially true for women of color. Yet like women around
the world, U.S. women still aren’t equal in the workplace.

Women earn less than men doing the same work,
and mothers earn much less. Mothers face so
much wage and hiring discrimination that many hide
their children’s photos, while proud new dads often
get raises. It's no accident that fewer than 5
percent of the Fortune 500 CEOs are women.
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The Shriver study features a bipartisan poll
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this new family and workplace reality. They want
government to address our society as it is now,
rather than trying to return to an outdated model of
stay-at-home moms in two-parent households. The

good news is that we already know just what tools
will do the job.

These tools are spelled out in the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), a landmark international agreement that affirms principles of fundamental human
rights and equality for women around the world. It outlines a comprehensive framework that can guide
governments toward eliminating discrimination and bring any country closer to achieving gender
equality.

American women enjoy opportunities and status not available to most of the world’s women, but few
would dispute that more progress is needed, as the Shriver report points out. Closing the pay gap and
ending domestic violence and workplace discrimination should be priorities. We could start by
providing paid family and sick leave. That alone would go a long way to stop the “backsliding” that
American women are experiencing now.

Feinstein: 'Different
views' on NSA reform
10:10am )

NEW MEDICARE
ADVANTAGE RATE
CUTS ARE ANOTHER
BLOW T0 THE
POPULAR PROGRAM.

The Coalition for
Medicare Choices

MORE CIVIL RIGHTS HEADLINES

Living with Border Patrol violence

No more backsliding
The honor no girl wants

More Civl Rights Headlines 2>
Civil Rights News RSS feed &>

SIGN UP FOR THE HILL'S
EMAILS AND ALERTS

[0 ol VWV EMAILED | DISCUSSED
Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://thehill.com/
http://thehill.com/social-tags/obamacare
http://thehill.com/person/paul-ryan
http://thehill.com/person/mike-rogers
http://www.facebook.com/TheHill
http://twitter.com/intent/follow?screen_name=thehill
https://plus.google.com/+thehill/about
http://thehill.com/
http://thehill.com/blogs
http://thehill.com/homenews/campaign
http://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying
http://thehill.com/opinion
http://thehill.com/video
http://thehill.com/people
http://thehill.com/resources/classifieds/employer
http://thehill.com/blogs
http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room
http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/202139-white-house-fence-jumper-in-custody
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/healthcare/202063-yet-another-short-term-doc-fix-but-with-glimmers-of-hope
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/campaign/202081-christie-fighting-back
http://thehill.com/blogs/twitter-room
http://thehill.com/blogs/twitter-room/other-news/201900-paul-jabs-obama-on-nsa-during-vatican-visit
http://thehill.com/blogs/hillicon-valley
http://thehill.com/blogs/hillicon-valley/technology/202118-feinstein-different-views-on-nsa-reform
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire
http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/202141-kerry-costs-of-inaction-on-climate-change-catastrophic
http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box
http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/presidential-races/202124-report-christie-apologizes-for-occupied-territories
http://thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money
http://thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money/budget/202148-this-week-ryan-plants-new-budget-flag
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/202145-week-ahead-o-care-enrollment-deadline-arrives
http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action
http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/scheduling/202077-next-week-fourth-try-on-ui
http://thehill.com/blogs/transportation-report
http://thehill.com/blogs/transportation-report/automobiles/202149-congressional-probe-finds-gm-failed-to-install-fixes
http://thehill.com/blogs/defcon-hill
http://thehill.com/blogs/defcon-hill/operations/202147-report-senate-review-finds-torture-methods-not-key-in-bin-laden
http://thehill.com/blogs/global-affairs
http://thehill.com/blogs/global-affairs/middle-east-north-africa/202146-kerry-off-to-israel-to-salvage-peace-talks
http://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know
http://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know/in-the-know/202128-report-george-hw-bush-hosts-television-screening
http://thehill.com/blogs/regwatch
http://thehill.com/blogs/regwatch/pending-regs/202087-steelworkers-call-on-osha-to-finalize-silica-rule
http://thehill.com/
http://thehill.com/blogs
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/civil-rights
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog
https://twitter.com/congressblog
http://thehill.com/taxonomy/term/17/feed
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=ra-4e8f5d7e1bc8befe&source=tbx-300&lng=en&s=google_plusone_share&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fblogs%2Fcongress-blog%2Fcivil-rights%2F201546-no-more-backsliding&title=No more backsliding %7C TheHill&ate=AT-ra-4e8f5d7e1bc8befe/-/-/5339622d86a639b8/2&frommenu=1&uid=5339622d0a901919&ct=1&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/civil-rights/201695-living-with-border-patrol-violence
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/civil-rights/201221-the-honor-no-girl-wants
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/civil-rights
http://thehill.com/taxonomy/term/1134/feed
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

CEDAW imposes no changes in laws or policies on its own. Instead, it outlines a universal standard
that every civilized nation should want to meet. Countries prepare a report for the CEDAW Committee
on women'’s situation every four years. The Committee then makes non-binding recommendations on
ways to improve, often drawing on practices that have been successful in other countries.
Policymakers and activists often cite those recommendations in seeking new approaches to advancing
women'’s status.

Last year, for example, the CEDAW Committee deplored women’s dire situation in Afghanistan and
spotlighted continued threats to Pakistani education activist Malala Youfsani. CEDAW earlier called on
Kuwait to grant women the right to vote, and it inspired programs to educate people about women'’s
rights in Brazil and Cameroon. Referencing CEDAW framework and norms, Mexico and Ghana have
passed their own laws to reduce violence against women. The government of the Netherlands referred
to CEDAW to address sex trafficking and support trafficking victims; Japan relied on CEDAW's
approaches to reduce workplace discrimination and sexual harassment.

CEDAW ratification would put the United States in the company of 187 other signatory countries in
assessing our remaining challenges and measuring our progress. It would strengthen the U.S. global
voice in calling on other countries to respect women’s rights. It could also help structure a national
dialogue between U.S. civil society and government on ways to address the gaps in women'’s full
equality that persist here today. And its comprehensive approach could help us all focus on what
American women need right now to stop “backsliding.”

The Shriver report is subtitled, “Awoman’s nation pushes back from the brink.” We have in fact seen a
seismic shift in women'’s status over the past few years, a reverberation from the enormous progress
over the past fifty. Let’s take the next steps now to make progress once again, not only for women but
for their families and our entire nation.

Richardson-Heron is the chief executive officer of YWCA-USA and Henderson is president of the
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights.
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